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Updates 
from the 
Govt. of 
Nepal



26 August 2026

Science Exhibition 
(morning)

Call from MFD, DHM

Susa, Kumar and the SEN 
team

Meeting with NEA 
(afternoon)
Call from the Ministry
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Social 
Media 
Post
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Confirmation!
5



6



Imagery and Drone Footage
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Situation 
update with 
Carole Fuchs
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The Small Earth Nepal
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Avalanche 
Triggered 
Earthquake
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ESTABLISHED FACT

A Glacier and Rock Collapse

Glacier and Rock Collapse Point



OPEN QUESTIONS

What the Established Fact Does Not Explain

The mechanism and water source remain unresolved

Q1 Where did the volume of water involved in the flood originate?

Q2
Could the energy released by the rock/ice collapse and associated frictional heating 

alone generate a flood of this magnitude?

Q3 Is the formation of an englacial lake plausible on a slope of this gradient?



Possible Outburst Condition: Indications of Englacial Lake 
Formation (Is this a possibility)

Landsat imagery — 12 August 2026

a b

(a) Regional overview   (b) turquoise tone flags a potential englacial lake
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Post-Avalanche Lake Formation and Potential Lake Formation 
Locations
26 August 2026 — during the disaster event

a b

Glacier collapse point

(a) Shortwave-infrared composite   (b) Companion satellite image
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New Temporary Lake Formation
Within 24 hours of the disaster — imagery from 27 August 2026

a bA

B

Potential 3rd lake (per satellite imagery, 26 August 2026)

Lake A

0.05–0.07 km²
Estimated area — min–max

Lake B

0.18–0.20 km²
Estimated area — min–max



Refined Estimates from Clear-Sky Imagery
28 August 2026 — first cloud-free pass

A cloud-free acquisition on 28 August allowed 

direct delineation of lake extent (outlined in 

red).

Lake A

0.0767 km²

Lake B

0.128 km²



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/guo
xiong-zheng-98930a432_on-
august-28-2026-we-visited-the-
source-activity-
7499323715684454400-
3e3Q?utm_source=share&utm_medi
um=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAA
DezofMBvutGO2GL1LuUzOnnx2AJt
rBRfJE

Drone 
Footage
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Post-Disaster Rapid Visual Assessment
2 August 2026 — Devighat (Nuwakot) 

Unbelievable inundation and destruction at Devighat



Post-Disaster Rapid Visual Assessment
2 August 2026 — Dhunge Bazaar (Nuwakot) 

Sediment deposition nearly ~40m above the river bed at Dhunge Bazaar



Post-Disaster Rapid Visual Assessment
2 August 2026 — Devighat and Dhunge (Nuwakot): RIver Morphology Changes with respect to the adjoining infrastructures

~1
6

m

~210 m

~25 m

A) Raised river channel and flood extent at Devighat B) Raised river channel with reference to Hydro Station 
at Dhunge Bazaar

~4 m

• Devighat: ~210 m flood extent; river channel raised >4 m; flood reached the floodplain upto 15–17 m.

• Dhunge Bazaar: Narrow channel with heavy debris/sediment; channel raised ~20–25 m.

• Tadi River bridge: Collapsed from backwater flow; ~1600–1700 m affected upstream.

• Overall impact: River morphology altered; reduced conveyance capacity; floodplain activation diminished; 

residential areas highly exposed to flood hazards.



Fast-moving 
water and 
debris
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DcjUk-IsyjK/

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1832167454897193
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Ignored 
warning for a 
video footage
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Dcmy0tRz2Y4/?igsi
=bXAyNjY1aWo3bWcw
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CCTV 
Footages

https://www.threads.com/@gayan_khatri/post/Dcp98YVDRAG?x
mt=AQG0-nyW_827h50t3ksudKzhM5iX25jUEnZe8Yr-
xyUNQA13wwzqilpK-fgYVfgC7yi1f5ZF&source_surface=35&slof=1
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ERA5
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DISCUSSION

Monitoring Gaps and Questions for INARCH

This assessment relies entirely on intermittent, cloud-affected optical satellite passes, no in-situ or 

continuous monitoring data were available for this event.

Q1
What rapid-response, cloud-penetrating (e.g., SAR) data-sharing mechanisms exist or are needed for 

suspected glacier/rock-slope failures in cloud-prone Himalayan terrain?

Q2
How effective are current regional data-sharing mechanisms for this kind of rapid hazard assessment, 

and where do they fall short?

Q3

As the UN Decade of Action for Cryospheric Sciences (2025 - 2034, UNESCO-led) advances, does an 

event like this reveal a gap between the Decade's monitoring/cooperation goals and current on-the-

ground capability?

Q4

Given the significant changes in river morphology and the destruction of settlements, is resettlement 
the only viable long-term strategy to safeguard communities from recurring flood hazards in the 
affected region?



Weblinks for further details
1. Rasuwa Flood Updates

https://smallearth.org.np/activities/when-warming-weakens-mountain/ 

2. HiM-DATA

https://smallearth.org.np/project/himdata/

https://wmo.int/resources/meteoworld/meteoworld-july-2026/himalayan-monasteries-help-close-observation-gaps

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2026/08/29/him-data-bridging-high-elevation-observation/

3. Hourly Integrated Land–Atmosphere Interaction Observation Dataset for the High-Altitude Mountainous Region of Gyirong, 
Tibet (2021–2026)

https://waternet.ca/Metadata/Record/T-2026-08-28-p1f3e5qIqTEyibfPAp3smBeA

4. Enhancing climate resilience in South Asia and China: Predicting precipitation shifts and their impacts for disaster risk 
reduction and resource security

https://www.apn-gcr.org/project/enhancing-climate-resilience-in-south-asia-predicting-precipitation-shifts-and-their-impacts-for-
disaster-risk-reduction-and-resource-security/ 
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